
YOUTH SURVEY 2023

Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Background

Now in its 22nd year, the Mission Australia Youth Survey con�nues to be the biggest annual survey of its kind. A total
of 19,501 young people aged 15-19 years took part in the 2023 Youth Survey. This brief report provides an overview

of responses for Greater Shepparton (LGA)



YOUTH SURVEY 2023
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Youth Survey Responses

Your young people

84
Your state/territory

6175
VIC

Note: Data was collected using a self-report ques�onnaire. 

Missing data has been excluded from the calcula�on of these 
charts.

Note: View charts with cau�on when # of responses is less 
than 30.

Gender

Female Male Gender
diverse

Prefer not
to say

54%

34%

11%

1%

55%

39%

4% 2%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

82
Your respondents

5913
State/territory

Age

15 16 17 18 19

5%

14%

46%

35%

25%

36%
29%

10%

1%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

84
Your respondents

6175
State/territory

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
status

Indigenous Non-Indigenous

5%

95%

2%

98%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

78
Your respondents

5941
State/territory

Identify with a cultural or ethnic group

Yes No

23%

77%

20%

80%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

77
Your respondents

5900
State/territory

Speak a language other than English

Yes No, English only

23%

77%

24%

76%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

78
Your respondents

5884
State/territory

Identify as a person with disability

Yes No Prefer not to
say

12%

83%

5%6%

90%

4%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

77
Your respondents

5826
State/territory

Identify as a person with a mental health
condition

Yes No Prefer not to
say

35%

58%

7%

18%

71%

11%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

77
Your respondents

5825
State/territory

Profile of respondents



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Personal challenges and concerns
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Issues of personal concern in the last year

Coping with stress

School or study problems

Body image

Mental health

Physical health

Financial security

Discrimina�on

Suicide

Climate change

LGBTIQA+ issues

Family conflict

Bullying/emo�onal abuse

Personal safety

Domes�c/family violence

Social media

Alcohol and other drugs

COVID-19

54%

49%

36%

35%

23%

20%

19%

18%

17%

17%

14%

11%

10%

9%

8%

5%

38%

43%

42%

48%

54%

48%

31%

24%

35%

20%

32%

27%

38%

10%

52%

31%

42%

9%

9%

22%

17%

24%

33%

51%

57%

48%

63%

54%

62%

52%

82%

41%

65%

55%

Extremely or very concerned Somewhat or slightly concerned Not at all concerned

Biggest personal challenge

School related Interpersonal
rela�onships

Mental health Other challenges Financial and
housing

Not sure/no
challenges
iden�fied

49%

36%
32%

18%

6% 4%

47%

20% 24%
18%

4% 6%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

72
Your respondents

5120
State/territory

Most important issues in Australia today

The economy and financial ma�ers

Equity and discrimina�on

Mental health

The environment

Homelessness/housing

Crime, safety and violence

Poli�cs

Educa�on

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander is…

Alcohol & drugs

Employment

Interna�onal rela�ons

45%

31%

30%

28%

24%

15%

15%

10%

9%

8%

8%

8%

31%

33%

30%

51%

17%

16%

8%

7%

9%

11%

4%

3%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

67
Your respondents

4927
State/territory

Note: Respondents provided three open-ended responses, which 
were coded and aggregated. This chart shows the top 10 concerns, 
with the percentage calculated from the total number of 
responses

Note: Items based on content analysis of 84% of responses to 
this ques�on. The percentages may not total 100% as 
responses may fall into mul�ple themes

Note: Sample sizes 
vary per row. 
This chart shows 
the data for your 
young people only



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Educa�on and employment
Greater Shepparton (LGA)

Participation in education

Studying full-�me Studying part-�me Not studying

90%

8%

1%

88%

7% 5%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

83
Your respondents

6143
State/territory

Satisfaction with studies

Very sa�sfied or
sa�sfied

Neither Dissa�sfied or very
dissa�sfied

62%

29%

9%

65%

27%

9%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

82
Your respondents

5778
State/territory

Plan to complete Year 12

Yes No

99%

1%

98%

2%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

80
Your respondents

5627
State/territory

Base: Respondents 
studying at school or 
equivalent

Location of study

School or equivalent TAFE or equivalent University

99%

1%

98%

1% 1%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

82
Your respondents

5797
State/territory

Base: Respondents 
currently studying

Currently doing school-based traineeship

Yes No

1%

99%

4%

96%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

81
Your respondents

5661
State/territory

Base: 
Respondents 
studying at school 
or equivalent

Base: Respondents 
currently studying



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Educa�on and employment cont.
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Plans after leaving school

Go to university Get a job Travel/gap year Join the defence
force or emergency

services

Start a business Become a
professional athlete

Go to TAFE or college Not sure Get an
appren�ceship

Other No choices are
available to me

69%

33% 28%

11% 10% 7% 6% 5% 4% 1%

75%

46%
35%

6% 12% 8% 7% 7% 6% 2% 0%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

81
Your respondents

5672
State/territory

Confidence in achieving study/work goals after
leaving school

Extremely or very
confident

Somewhat or
slightly confident

Not at all
confident

49% 49%

3%

47%
50%

2%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

78
Your respondents

5523
State/territory

Are there any barriers to achieving their
study/work goals

Yes No

44%

56%

34%

66%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

77
Your respondents

5275
State/territory

Barriers to achieving study/work goals

Mental health

Financial difficulty

Where you live

Academic ability

Discrimina�on

Transport

Admission/job requirements

Family responsibili�es

Lack of jobs

Physical health

Caring responsibili�es

Cultural responsibili�es

Lack of family support

Other

Lack of informa�on

COVID-19

Lack of school support

50%

47%

29%

27%

21%

15%

12%

9%

9%

9%

6%

6%

6%

6%

3%

42%

27%

14%

35%

7%

12%

15%

12%

12%

10%

5%

3%

9%

8%

13%

4%

9%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

34
Your respondents

1772
State/territory

Base: Respondents who said 
there were barriers to achieving 
study/work goals.
Respondents were able to 
choose more than one op�on

Base: Respondents studying 
at school or equivalent. 
Respondents were able to 
choose more than one 
op�on

Base: Respondents 
studying at school or 
equivalent

Base: Respondents 
studying at school or 
equivalent



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Educa�on and employment cont.
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Participation in paid employment

Permanent employee Casual employee Not in paid employment,
looking for work

Not in paid employment,
NOT looking for work

4%

57%

18% 21%

5%

51%

25%
20%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

82
Your respondents

6134
State/territory

Satisfaction with job

Very sa�sfied or sa�sfied Neither Dissa�sfied or very dissa�sfied

62%

18% 20%

66%

23%

11%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

50
Your respondents

3397
State/territory

Base: Respondents in paid employment

Employment status of respondent's parents/guardians

One or more
parent(s)/guardian(s) have a

full/part �me job

One or more
parent(s)/guardian(s) did NOT

have a full/part �me job

Not sure, not applicable

92%

3% 5%

94%

3% 3%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

76
Your respondents

5816
State/territory

Employment type

Working full-�me Working part-�me

100%

1%

99%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

50
Your respondents

3397
State/territory

Base: Respondents in paid 
employment. Part-�me is 
considered to be less than 35 
hours per week, while full-
�me is considered to be 35 
hours or more



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Wellbeing
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Overall mental health and wellbeing

Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor

9%

21%

29% 28%

13%11%

23%
30%

25%

12%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

82
Your respondents

6035
State/territory

Level of control over life

Complete control Mostly in control Some control Almost no control No control

8%

45%

36%

9%
3%

10%

47%

34%

7%
2%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

80
Your respondents

5988
State/territory

Level of loneliness in the past four weeks

None of the �me A li�le of the �me Some of the �me Most of the �me All of the �me

8%

33%
29%

21%

10%

18%

33% 31%

16%

4%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

80
Your respondents

6000
State/territory

Level of psychological distress

Low psychological distress
(mental disorder unlikely)

Moderate psychological distress
(mental disorder possible)

High psychological distress
(mental disorder very likely)

35%
39%

26%

47%

29%
24%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

77
Your respondents

5848
State/territory



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Wellbeing cont.
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Personal Wellbeing Index. How happy are you...

With your life as a whole

About the things you have

With your health

With the things you want to be good at

With ge�ng on with the people you know

About how safe you feel

About doing things away from your home

About what may happen to you later on in your life

With your connec�on to culture

Overall PWIY score

65.1

73.9

62.5

61.9

69.5

77.1

73.2

62.0

72.5

67.4

66.6

74.3

66.7

63.2

71.0

78.1

73.9

60.4

68.0

69.0

Your young people, average Your state/territory, average

Note: Sample sizes vary 
per row.
Connec�on to culture is 
not officially part of the 
PWI but a supplementary 
ques�on to spiritual 
and/or cultural beliefs. 
Respondents who 
answered 'yes' to having 
spiritual and/or
cultural beliefs were able 
to respond to this 
ques�on

Whether young people have cultural and/or spiritual beliefs

Yes - spiritual beliefs Yes - cultural beliefs Yes - both spiritual and
cultural beliefs

No spiritual or cultural
beliefs

17%
11% 11%

61%

18%
11%

17%

54%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

82
Your respondents

5961
State/territory

Feelings about the future

Very posi�ve or posi�ve Neither Nega�ve or very nega�ve

56%

28%

16%

51%

34%

16%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

80
Your respondents

5988
State/territory



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Support and connectedness
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Sources of support for important issues

Friend(s) Parent(s) or
guardian(s)

Rela�ve/family
friend

Brother/sister Partner or
significant other

GP or health
professional

Teacher Internet School
counsellor

Social media Mobile apps Spiritual/religi…
mentor

None of these
op�ons

Community
service

Other

73%
68%

40%
37%

26% 24% 22% 20%
16% 13%

7% 6% 6%
2%

76%

68%

42% 40%

24% 24% 22%
26%

15% 14%
10%

4% 5% 3% 3%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

82
Your respondents

6061
State/territory

Family's ability to get along with one another

Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor

23%

30%

23%
16%

9%

22%

31%
25%

15%

7%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

80
Your respondents

5981
State/territory

Feelings about community

I am proud to be part of my
community

My community has the things
that I need to have a posi�ve

and thriving future

Young people in my community
have a say on issues that ma�er

to them

40% 43%

25%

37% 31%

44%

23% 27% 31%

Strongly agree or agree Mixed feelings Disagree or strongly disagree
Note: 
Sample sizes 
vary per 
statement. 
This chart 
shows the 
data for your 
young 
people only

Note: Respondents were able to choose 
more than one op�on



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Ac�vi�es and unfair treatment
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Activities young people were involved in during the last year

Sports (as a par�cipant)

Volunteer work

Sports (as a spectator)

Student leadership groups/ac�vi�es

Arts/cultural/music groups/ac�vi�es

Youth groups/ac�vi�es

None of these op�ons

Religious groups/ac�vi�es

Poli�cal groups/ac�vi�es

Environmental groups/ac�vi�es

46%

44%

42%

37%

25%

19%

14%

11%

7%

3%

68%

36%

53%

28%

28%

16%

12%

12%

4%

8%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

81
Your respondents

6025
State/territory

Note: Respondents were able to choose 
more than one op�on

Activities young people find hard to do

Do everyday
ac�vi�es as

young
people

usually do

Do things in
public

places with
friends

Fit in and
socialise

with
everyone

else

Turn to
friends and
family if you

need help

Turn to
services or

organisa�o…
if you need

help

Make
choices and

feel
independent

Travel
around the
community

None of
these

op�ons

23% 25%

41% 41%

29%
23%

15%

32%

18% 15%

27% 28%
20% 21%

9%

47%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

79
Your respondents

5791
State/territory

Note: Respondents were able to choose 
more than one op�on

Unfair treatment or discrimination in the last year

Yes No

33%

68%

25%

75%

Your young people Your state/territory Responses with
answers

80
Your respondents

6018
State/territory

Reason(s) for being treated unfairly in the last year

Gender Race/cultural
background

Physical
appearance

Sexuality Personal views Mental health Age Disability Financial
background

Religion Other

54%
46%

39% 39%

23%
19%

15%
8% 8% 8%

4%

32% 33% 33%

21% 24% 22%
15%

9%
5%

8% 11%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

26
Your respondents

1480
State/territory

Base: Respondents who reported they 
had been treated unfairly or faced 
discrimina�on.
Respondents were able to choose 
more than one op�on



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Housing and finance
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Residential setting

Privately
owned or

rented
house/flat

Public/social
housing

house/flat

Somewhere
else

Boarding
school

Out-of-home
care

94%

5%
1%

90%

3% 4%
2% 1%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

81
Your respondents

5936
State/territory

Worried about having a safe place to stay

Yes No

10%

90%

9%

91%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

79
Your respondents

5967
State/territory

No fixed address

Yes, in the last year Yes, but NOT in the
last year

No

3% 5%

92%

2% 4%

95%

Your young people Your state/territory
Responses with
answers

78
Your respondents

5951
State/territory

Spent time away from home

Yes, in the last year Yes, but NOT in the last year No

6% 6%

87%

6% 4%

91%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

78
Your respondents

5954
State/territory



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Housing and finance cont.
Greater Shepparton (LGA)
Housing situation

Adequate sleeping space

Access to services you need

Access to essen�als

Facili�es in good working condi�on

Comfort

Space to do homework with minimal distrac�ons

Distance to your family/friends

Distance from public transport

96%

96%

91%

91%

90%

68%

64%

62%

6%

8%

7%

21%

29%

21%

12%

8%

18%

Very good or good Acceptable Poor or very poor

Money concerns in the last year

Could not
afford school
supplies or go

on school
excursions

Could not pay
bills or car
expenses

Could not pay
rent/mortga…

Gone without
a meal/s

Sought
financial help
from family,
friends or a

charity

Other Not sure No, none of
these op�ons

4%
13%

4% 8%
14% 12%

67%

3% 5% 3% 3% 6%
1%

13%

76%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

78
Your respondents

5777
State/territory

Financial assistance in the last year

Yes, Mission Australia
and/or a different charity

or founda�on

No, but I needed support
or assistance

No, I did not need support
or assistance from a

charity or founda�on

Not sure

8% 7%

71%

14%

3% 2%

74%

22%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

77
Your respondents

5812
State/territory

Note: Respondents were able to choose 
more than one op�on

Note: Sample sizes vary per statement. This chart shows the data for your young people only



YOUTH SURVEY 2023 Climate
Greater Shepparton (LGA)

Direct impact by extreme weather in the last year

Yes, my household Yes, my community No, my household/community
were not directly impacted by

extreme weather

19%

72%

22%

4%
9%

89%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

79
Your respondents

5903
State/territory

Community and household preparedness for extreme weather

My household is prepared
for extreme weather

events

My community is
prepared for extreme

weather events

My community is able to
provide help to people
who are homeless or

have lost their homes due
to an extreme weather

event

My community has access
to services and supports
that people affected by

extreme weather events
can reach out to for help

58%

42%
48%

62%

27%

39%
25%

26%

15%
15%

17%

5%

3%
10%

7%

Strongly agree or agree Mixed feelings Disagree or strongly disagree Not sure

Impact of climate change

Yes No Not sure

28%

43%

29%29%

41%

29%

Your young people Your state/territory

Responses with
answers

76
Your respondents

5896
State/territory

Note: Sample sizes vary per statement.
This chart shows the data for your young people only



Thank you to the 19,501 young people who took part in 
the 2023 Youth Survey!

Read the 2023 Youth Survey na�onal and states reports here:
h�ps://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publica�ons/youth-survey

Please help us to ensure par�cipa�on for the Youth Survey 2024!

Contact us:    

Research & Insights team  

Centre for Evidence and Insights  

e: youthsurvey@missionaustralia.com.au

We are now preparing for the Youth Survey 2024! If you are a young person, school, 
community organisa�on or group and are interested in being involved in the Youth 

Survey 2024, please register your interest by filling in the Espression of Interest form, 
available here:

 h�ps://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7581964/Expression-of-Interest-Youth-Survey-202

https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/youth-survey

