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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Budget win for Lighthouse 
 

Greater Shepparton Lighthouse Project has welcomed the significant investment in 
Shepparton’s young people announced yesterday in the Victorian State Budget. 
 
Lighthouse Executive Officer, Lisa McKenzie, said the community has spoken and the 
government has listened by announcing $3 million in funding for Lighthouse initiatives. She 
praised the efforts of local Member Suzanna Sheed in advocating for the funding. 
 
Mrs McKenzie said the funding is recognition and support for the enormous commitment the 
community has shown for the initiative that now has 340 volunteers and 20 business 
partners and is pushing for better outcomes for young people on many fronts. 
 
Lighthouse was established by the community to give every child in Greater Shepparton 
every chance to realise their full potential. 
 
While working behind the scenes to monitor outcomes, lobby, advocate and lead change 
across sectors, Lighthouse has used volunteers in 10 schools and four pre-schools to 
support early literacy, reading, breakfast, homework and activity clubs and mentor programs. 
 
Since its inception a little over 2 years ago, Lighthouse has also worked with Better Together 
and the University of Melbourne to stage a year 9 camp for Shepparton High students and, 
with support from Primary Care Connect, successfully started a youth haven providing 
access to food, activities and role models for up to 50 vulnerable young people a week. 
Lighthouse has also partnered with The Community Fund GV to create the Lift Off 
scholarships that this year saw more than $80,000 committed to young people embarking on 
post secondary education. 
 
While full details of the funding are not yet known, Mrs McKenzie expected some of the 
funds may be directed towards: 

 Securing an ongoing home for the Haven – a safe place for young people to gather, 
enjoy a meal, make friends and find mentors. 

 Expanding the year 9 Science and Agriculture Camp Program – to give more year 9s 
a taste of university life and the jobs on offer in the region. 

 Expansion of the Industry Links Program – connecting school curriculum with the 
regional economy and jobs. 

 Expansion of Conversations with Kids – supporting vocabulary in pre-school and 
prep children. 

 A ground-breaking data project - to draw together data, carefully monitor outcomes 
and advocate for the right support for every young person. 

 
Mrs McKenzie said all of the initiatives were designed to help drive the regional economy by 
supporting the wellbeing and education of young people and preparing them to be  
successful. 
 
She said much of Lighthouse’s success to date could be attributed to the extensive 
consultation and research undertaken to deeply understand the issues impacting on young 
people in the region. 
 

 



“We have spoken to thousands of people and many of them told us they wanted better 
outcomes for young people in the region and were willing to put their hand up to support the 
change. 
 
“Too many kids have been falling through the cracks. We have hundreds of kids in 
alternative education settings because they have not coped in our mainstream schools.’’ 

 

We plan to support every child to realise their potential by aligning effort and investing 
resources where they are most needed. 

 

Mrs McKenzie praised the vision of the Lighthouse Board lead by local businessman Adam 
Furphy. 

 

“We really do want every child to feel valued and have every opportunity to succeed, she 
said.’’ 

 

Release ends 

 

For more information telephone Lisa McKenzie on 0427 212 651. 

 


